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1. At all times relevant hereto, the plaintiff, Jane Doe, was a resident of Hartford, Connecticut. 

2. At all times relevant hereto, the defendant, The Stop & Shop Supermarket Company, LLC (hereinafter referred to as “Stop & Shop”), was a Connecticut corporation in the business of operating grocery stores, including in the state of Connecticut.

3. At all times relevant hereto, the defendant, Stop & Shop, was the owner of, and/or was in possession and control of, and/or was responsible for the maintenance of the premises located at 150 New Park Avenue, in Hartford, Connecticut, open to the public as a “Stop & Shop” grocery store.

4. It was the duty of the defendant, Stop & Shop, to exercise reasonable care and diligence to provide and maintain a reasonably safe environment on its premises for use by its invitees.  It was the defendant's duty to exercise reasonable care to prevent a dangerous condition on its premises and to correct such a condition when it knew, or by the exercise of reasonable care, should have known, of its existence.
5.
On May 1, 2008, at approximately 4:30 p.m., the plaintiff, Jane Doe, was legally on said premises as she was shopping at the defendant’s establishment.  Accordingly, at all times mentioned herein, the plaintiff was an invitee of the defendant.

6.
On said date and at said time, unbeknownst to the plaintiff, the floor in the vicinity of the self service salad bar located within the defendant premises, adjacent to the entrance to the premises, was very slippery due to wet lettuce leaves that had fallen or had been dropped to the ground, and which had been on the ground a sufficient amount of time to be run over by shopping carts and/or stepped on by other customers.


7.
On said date and at said time, the plaintiff, Jane Doe, was walking in the vicinity of the self service salad at the defendant premises when, suddenly and without warning, she was caused to slip and fall to the ground due to the existence of the wet lettuce leaves which had fallen or had been dropped to the ground in the vicinity of the salad bar in question.  


8.
Due to unreasonably dangerous condition existing in the area of the plaintiff’s fall, including the existence of wet lettuce leaves on the ground, the plaintiff was caused to fall violently to the ground, causing her to suffer the severe and serious injuries hereinafter set forth.


9.
The plaintiff’s injuries and losses as hereinafter set forth were caused by the carelessness and negligence of the defendant, Stop & Shop, its agents, servants, and/or employees, in one or more of the following ways:

a.
in that the floor in question was maintained in a defective and dangerous condition, insofar as the defendant failed or refused to properly remove the wet lettuce leaves from the area in question;

b.
in that the floor in question was negligently cleared of the wet lettuce leaves, insofar as the manner in which the defendant attempted to remove the wet lettuce leaves and dry the area was insufficient and inadequate;

c.
in that the defendant knew, or in the exercise of reasonable care should have known, that the floor in question was not safe, yet failed to take any measures or adequate measures to remove the wet lettuce leaves existing therein, to ensure that the area in question was unreasonably safe for pedestrians;

d.
in that the defendant failed to warn those who walked in the area of question of its dangerous condition, including the presence of wet lettuce leaves on the floor in question;

e.
in that the defendant failed to inspect or failed to reasonably inspect the area in question to ensure that the dangerous existence of wet lettuce leaves on the floor was remedied and that the floor was left in a reasonably safe condition; 

f.
in that the defendant failed to remove the wet lettuce leaves which remained on the  floor in order to make the premises reasonably safe;

g.
in that the defendant caused, allowed, and/or permitted the surface of said 
floor to be slippery in an area intended for use by the plaintiff and others, 
which created a hazardous and dangerous condition;

h.
in that the defendant utilized a method of displaying and/or selling items in the self service salad bar which increased the risk of a customer falling; 
i.
in that the defendant utilized a method of displaying and/or selling items in the self service salad bar which increased the risk of produce or other items located therein falling to the floor and of a customer slipping and falling due to said produce; and/or
j.
in that the self service mode of operation employed by the defendant in selling its products created a foreseeable risk of danger, including that of a customer slipping and falling as a result of the hazardous items that had fallen to the ground from the self service salad bar.
10.
As a result of the negligence and carelessness of the defendant, Stop & Shop, examination and treatment has revealed that the plaintiff has sustained severe and serious personal injuries, including: a sprain and strain of her thoracic spine; a thoraco-lumbar sprain and strain; myofascial pain of the low back region; as well as chronic low back pain.  The plaintiff has further suffered pain and anguish and a shock to her entire nervous system.

11.
Some or all of the plaintiff’s injuries are permanent in nature.

12.
As a further direct result of the subject incident, the plaintiff as incurred expenses of medical care and treatment, including hospitals, physicians, orthopedic specialists, physical therapists, pharmaceutical and other related products and services, and will probably incur similar expenses in the future, all to her special loss and detriment.

13.
As a further direct result of the subject incident, the plaintiff’s ability to pursue and enjoy life’s usual activities has been impaired.  

14.
 As a further direct result of the subject incident, the plaintiff has suffered and will continue to suffer pain, emotional upset, and anguish, and it is likely that she will continue to do so in the future.  

15. 
As a further direct result of the subject incident, the plaintiff has been unable to carry out her usual and daily activities, and has incurred a detriment to her future earning capacity.

16. 
As a further direct result of the subject incident, the plaintiff was unable to perform the regular duties of her employment, and has incurred lost wages.  

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff prays for the following relief:

1.
Money damages;
2.
Costs of this suit; and

3.
Any further relief that the court may deem just and equitable.

PLAINTIFF: Jane Doe 
By___________________________                           
  D. Lincoln Woodard
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  21 Oak Street, Suite 100

  Hartford, CT 06106

  Tele. No: (860) 549-8440

  Juris No: 412145
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STATEMENT OF AMOUNT IN DEMAND
The plaintiff demands damages in an amount greater than fifteen thousand ($15,000.00) dollars, exclusive of interest and costs.
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