NOTICE OF DEFECTIVE HIGHWAY CLAIM

PURSUANT TO CONN. GEN. STAT. § 13A-144

TO:
[Current Commissioner Name-check state website]


Commissioner of Transportation


2800 Berlin Turnpike


Newington, CT 06111

Dear Commissioner [        ]:


Please accept this correspondence as statutory notice pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 13a-144, of a defective highway claim which will be pursued and presented on behalf of John Doe of 1 Main Street, Hartford, Connecticut.  The details of the claim are as follows.

I.
Date of Injury

The injury occurred on June 1, 2008 at approximately 1:00 p.m.

II.
Place of Injury

The injury occurred while Mr. Doe was traveling in a vehicle in the northbound lane of I-95, between Exits 22 and 23.  More specifically, the injury occurred at a point in the roadway approximately 1/4 of a mile south of the exit ramp for Exit 23 , and approximately 9/10 of a mile north of the exit ramp for Exit 22.  

III.
General Description of Cause of Injury

On the date in question, DOT construction crews were working on the highway north of Exit 23 extending to Exit 25.  The DOT construction crews consisted of three trucks and approximately seven laborers.  Eight signs indicating right lane closure, were in place between Exit 23 and Exit 26.


Backed-up traffic, however, at 13:00 hours in the afternoon in question extended far behind the sign pattern.  Moreover, the area where the subject accident occurred involves a stretch of slopes, grades and curves.  As indicated in the attached police report, when the operator which struck the plaintiff's vehicle "negotiated a graded blind curve just (prior to the accident location), he literally ran into stopped traffic at heavy legal highway speed - probably 65-70 miles per hour.  There were no signs posted prior to the impact warning traffic of the construction zone - traffic had backed up and was congested almost 1/10 of a mile south of any visible highway construction signs." (See attached police report).


Specifically, the DOT construction workers had created a defective condition on the highway which included, but is not limited to, a condition such that vehicles traveling at the legal highway speed were forced to transverse an area of slopes, grades and curves, and then immediately come upon stopped traffic, thereby causing the severe and serious collision, which resulted in the plaintiff's injuries.

IV.
Nature of Injuries

As a result of being rear-ended by a vehicle being operated by Edward Smith (see attached police report), the claimant, John Doe, sustained serious and life threatening injuries.  More specifically, among the injuries he received were several serious spinal injuries including fractured vertebrae and herniated discs.  Mr. Doe was transported by Lifestar Helicopter to Hartford Hospital, and remained a patient for a period of several weeks, during which time he underwent spinal surgery, involving the placement of rods and pins in his back.  Additionally, Mr. Doe sustained several other serious injuries, including contusions, lacerations, ligament sprains and related injuries as a result of the collision.


A copy of the police report, as forwarded to claimant's counsel by the Department of Public Safety, is attached hereto as Exhibit A.
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